
Wonder by R J Palacio 
Auggie wants to be an ordinary ten-year-old. He 
does ordinary things - eating ice cream, playing on 
his Xbox. He feels ordinary - inside. But ordinary 
kids don’t make other ordinary kids run away screaming in playgrounds. 
Ordinary kids aren’t stared at wherever they go. Born with a terrible facial 
abnormality, Auggie has been home-schooled by his parents his whole life. 
Now, for the first time, he’s being sent to a real school - and he’s dreading it. 
All he wants is to be accepted - but can he convince his new classmates that 
he’s just like them, underneath it all?

Being Miss Nobody by Tamsin Winter 
Rosalind hates her new secondary school. She’s the weird girl who doesn’t 
talk. The Mute-ant. And it’s easy to pick on someone who can’t fight back. 
So Rosalind starts a blog - Miss Nobody; a place to speak up, a place where 
she has a voice. But there’s a problem... Is Miss Nobody becoming a bully 
herself?

Crater Lake by Jennifer Killick
A group of Year 6 children get far more than they bargained for on a school 
trip to an activity centre deep in the woods at Crater Lake. Who is the 
mysterious bloodstained man who stops their coach? Why is no one around 
when Lance and the rest of Year Six arrive at the brand new Crater Lake 
activity centre? But this is just the beginning of the school trip from hell; a 
fight for survival that sees five pupils band together to save their classmates 
from an alien fate far worse than death. But whatever happens, they must 
Never. Ever. Fall asleep!

All the Things That Could Go Wrong by Stewart Foster
Two boys, one of whom has been bullying the other, are forced to spend the 
summer cooperating together in the building of a raft. Dan is angry. Nothing 
has been the same since his big brother left and he’s taking it out on the 
nearest and weakest target: Alex. Alex is struggling. His OCD makes it hard 
for him to leave the house, especially when Dan and his gang are waiting for 
him at school. Then the boys’ mums arrange for them to meet up and finish 
building the raft that Dan started with his brother. Two enemies stuck together 
for the whole of the school holidays - what could possibly go wrong?
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Can You See Me? By Libby Scott
Tally is ten years old and she’s just like her friends. Well, sometimes she is. If 
she tries really hard to be. Because there’s something that makes Tally not the 
same as her friends. Something she can’t cover up, no matter how hard she 
tries: Tally is autistic. Tally’s autism means there are things that bother her even 
though she wishes they didn’t. It means that some people misunderstand, her 
and feel frustrated by her. People think that because Tally’s autistic, she doesn’t 
realise what they’re thinking, but Tally sees and hears - and notices - all of it. 
and, honestly? That’s not the easiest thing to live with.

The First Rule of Punk by Celia Perez
There are no shortcuts to surviving your first day at a new school - you can’t 
fix it with duct tape like you would your Chuck Taylors. On Day One, twelve-
year-old Malu inadvertently upsets Posada Middle School’s queen bee, 
violates the school’s dress code with her punk-rock look, and disappoints her 
college-professor mum in the process. Her dad, who now lives a thousand 
miles away, says things will get better as long as she remembers the first rule 
of punk: be yourself. The real Malu loves rock music, skateboarding, zines, 
and Soyrizo (hold the cilantro, please). And when she assembles a group of 
like-minded misfits at school and starts a band, Malu finally begins to feel at 
home. She’ll do anything to preserve this, which includes standing up to an 
anti-punk school administration to fight for her right to express herself!

Ella On The Outside by Cath Howe
Ella is the new girl at school. She doesn’t know anyone and she doesn’t have 
any friends .And she has a terrible secret. Ella can’t believe her luck when 
Lydia, the most popular girl in school, decides to be her new best friend - but 
what does Lydia really want? And what does it all have to do with Molly, the 
quiet, shy girl who won’t talk to anyone?

Jelly by Jo Cotterall
Jelly, aged 11, is the life and soul of the classroom. She’s popular and great 
at doing impressions. She’s also overweight. She’s learned to deal with the 
put-downs by brushing them off and pretending she finds it all very funny - 
while making up poems and writing her private worries in a notebook.

Running On Empty by S E Durrant
JAJ’s grandfather has always been the one to keep his unusual family 
together, so when he dies things start to unravel at the edges. AJ is worried 
about his parents but they don t really seem to notice. In order to deal with 
his grief and to keep his anxiety at bay, AJ does what he and his grandfather 
did best: running. Round and round the Olympic Park, aiming for the cross 
country trials, running to escape, AJ only seems to be heading ever closer 
to disaster. Running On Empty is a beautiful book about false starts and 
emotional journeys, with hope as the ultimate finishing line. 

All reviews taken from Amazon.co.uk
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